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NOVEMBER 12

ST MARTIN, POPE, MARTYR
(A.D. 655)

[From his letters, Theophanes, and especially Anastasius, in Pontific. et in Ep. ad Martin, Narniens.
episc.; the Vener. Card. Baronius, Fleury, lib. xxxviii. et Jos. Assemani, Comm. in Kalend.
t. vi. p. 253.]

ST MARTIN was a native of Todi, in Tuscany, and became renowned in
the clergy of Rome for his learning and sanctity. Whilst he was deacon
of that church he was sent by the Pope Theodorus, in quality of apocrisiarius
or nuncio, to Constantinople, where he showed his zeal against the reigning
heresy of the Monothelites. Upon the death of Theodorus, after a vacancy
of near three weeks, Martin was elected pope, in July 649, and, in the
October following, held in the Lateran church a council of one hundred
and five bishops against the Monothelites, in which he condemned the
ringleaders of that sect, particularly Sergius and Pyrrhus, who had been
formerly bishops of Constantinople, and Paul, who was then in possession
of that see. The Ecthesis of Heraclius and the typus of Constans, two
imperial edicts, were likewise censured.

The Emperor Constans sent Olympius, his chamberlain, in quality of
exarch into Italy, with an order either to cause Martin to be massacred or
to send him prisoner into the East.    Olympius, coming to Rome whilst the
council was assembled, endeavoured to raise a schism; but not succeeding
by open violence, had recourse to treachery, and commanded one of his
attendants to murder the pope whilst he was administering the communion
in the Church of St Mary Major, which might be more easily done as the
pope carried the communion to everyone in his own place.    The servant
who had undertaken to execute this commission afterwards l>wore that he
had been struck with blindness and could not see the pope.    Olympius,
therefore, seeing the pope had been thus protected by heaven, declared to
him the orders which he had received, made his peace with him, and
marched into Sicily, then in the hands of the Saracens, where his army
perished and he died of sickness.    The emperor then sent Theodorus
Calliopas exarch, with Theodorus Pellurus, one of his chamberlains, with
a strict charge to seize Martin, whom he accused of heresy, because he
condemned the type; and charged him with Nestorianism, as the Egyptians
did all Catholics.    The new exarch and the chamberlain arrived at Rome
with the army from Ravenna on Saturday, the I5th of June 653.    The
pope, who had been sick ever since October, shut himself up in the Lateran
church, but sent some of his clergy to salute the exarch, who inquired
where the pope was,? saying he desired to adore him, which he repeated
the next day.   Two days after, on Monday, Calliopas accused him of having
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